
WASTE SECTOR: SOURCE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING
� IOWA

Waste Diversion Program
for Greenhouse Gas Reduction
In 1989, Iowa established a goal to reduce the amount of waste disposed
in 2000 to 50% of the 1988 level. Iowa focused on the waste sector, in
part, because landfills represent the second largest source of methane emis-
sions in the state. Waste diversion, through source reduction, recycling,
and composting, can reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in three
principal ways:

•  Emissions associated with resource extraction are avoided.

•  Emissions associated with materials manufacturing are avoided or reduced.

•  Emissions associated with waste disposal (e.g., landfill methane) are avoided.

Iowa�s local comprehensive solid waste planning agencies submit goal status reports, which the state compiles and
uses to track the state�s progress in reaching the 50% diversion goal. One specific action taken to attain the diver-
sion goal is a statewide ban on yard waste disposal.

Results:
In 1995, the state achieved 33.5%
diversion. This resulted in nearly 600
thousand MTCE (metric tons of carbon
equivalent) of avoided GHG emissions in
resource extraction and material manu-
facturing processes. If the state achieves
its 50% diversion goal, nearly 1 million
MTCE of GHG emissions will be
avoided.

Principal Actors:
Iowa�s waste diversion initiative is administered by the Iowa Department of Natural Resources in cooperation with
local comprehensive solid waste planning agencies.

Additional Information:
Ms. Roya Stanley, Administrator, Waste Management Assistance Division, Iowa Department of Natural Resources,
515-281-8975, rstanley@max.state.ia.us

This case study is based on information provided by the Tellus Institute and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources.

Waste Diverted Cost
Benefits

Greenhouse Gas
Reductions

1,307,221 tons/yr
(1995)

NA 575,589 MTCE/yr
(1995)


